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Revere Middle School has gone through numerous changes over the past several years and will 
continue to embrace change as the new school year approaches. Not all of the changes have 
been as positive/productive as first thought. However, they were well intentioned and 
developed with the limited amount of data available regarding the new standards and 
assessment system put into place by the Ohio Department of Education and the Ohio 
Legislative Assembly. Now that districts are more informed on the nature of the current Ohio 
standards and their impact on planning, teaching and learning, the administration and staff feel 
more confident in the current changes planned for the upcoming school year.  The focus of 
change is on two major topics, the daily schedule and mathematical pathways leading to 
calculus for any student who would chooses to pursue that.  
 
Questions have been posed as a result of the middle school leadership’s sharing of these 
changes. They have been gathered and answers/explanations are provided on Blackboard 
Connect as well as on the RMS website. During the parent informational meeting in March, a 
power point with the changes and explanations was shared. If you were unable to attend, the 
information presented that night is available in a power point format on the RMS webpage. The 
questions noted below have been shared by concerned parents and are thoughtful and 
relevant. It is felt that they would be helpful for all to consider. Hence, this FAQ. Please 
continue to call, email, or visit with your questions, concerns, or comments. 
 

1. How many minutes per day will students have class?  
 
English-Language Arts and Mathematics will go from 49 minute class periods to 84 minute class 
periods. These two content areas form the basis of all the content areas and this additional 
time is necessary to teach to the level of understanding for students in light of Ohio’s Learning 
Standards. Science and Social Studies will be 42 minutes long however, these courses share 
content standards with English Language Arts and Math and will share minutes with them as 
teacher instructional planning and the curriculum require them to do so.  
 

2. What course descriptions are available and how do I see them? 
 
All grade levels, Pre-K through 12th, have been engaged in an ongoing process of curriculum 
mapping this entire school year. All content areas at every grade level will be fully mapped and 
sequenced vertically within the next several years. Course descriptions for all content along with 
pacing guides will be posted on the Revere Local Webpage. Currently, there are no course 
descriptions for grades K-8.  
 

3. What are the tactics for achieving the 84 minutes of math/language arts? Will class 
size increase? Will there be additional teaching resources needed? Will the curriculum 



include more 1:1 teacher instruction or will there be more emphasis on self-taught, 
interactive software applications like Digits?  

 
Class sizes will NOT increase due to the new schedule.  
 
Additional teacher resources will depend upon new curriculum and materials needed such as 
trade books for ELA classes, software access/technology, specific curriculum in writing, and 
integrated unit design and teaching. These changes are NOT a product of the new schedule and 
would have happened regardless of the change as they were necessary and timely. The new 
schedule will simply permit the teachers to have more time to teach students to be able to 
demonstrate their ability to use their learning in real world contexts. For instance, students will 
not only learn about their content but also be able to do something productive with that new 
learning. Ohio’s Standards move students from consumers of information to students who not 
only know the content but can apply it in new and useful ways.  
 
The teacher remains integral to the classroom no matter what the content area. Online 
curricula such as Digits, requires competent teachers who are able to move the curriculum 
beyond the online learning to a level of application and usefulness. Software programs that are 
currently used and those that will be used in the future are designed to enhance the work of 
the teacher and not replace him or her.  
 

4. I have a concern about science being packaged into a 42 minute class period. 
 
The English-Language Arts standards contain an entire set of standards that are shared with 
science, social studies, and technology. These Disciplinary Standards require ELA and Science 
teachers to work together to plan and share this responsibility. The new schedule permits 
flexible times so that ELA and Science teachers can share their time and their responsibility to 
the standards by blocking time for science when the lessons require shared time. This was not 
possible prior to the change in the schedule.  
 

5. Can more time be given to the pursuit of science concepts during RISE time leading to 
a deeper science experience and a more challenging pathway in science?  

 
RISE is time built into the daily schedule for just such pursuits. While we are still planning for 
the curriculum that will be present during these classes, a deeper study of any of the content 
areas will be the prime purpose of a RISE class. So yes, you may see specific science topics 
studied in depth. Poetry, writing lab, math exploratory opportunities may happen side by side 
of a reading lab offering reading interventions or math intervention opportunities. These 
classes will have specific curriculum and be critical to student success and enrichment.  
 

6. Can 7th graders earn college credit? Is this only through AP pathways?  
 
There is the potential for 7th grade students to earn college credit through a program called CCP 
or College Credit Plus where students participate in various content courses on a university 



campus during their school day. This option is offered at the high school level and conversations 
around all of the options posed by the program are currently being held. AP is an option for 
college credit but only at the high school level. There are independent, online options for 
students to earn credit, however the administration/staff do not recommend these as options 
except for very specific circumstances.  
 

7. Will class size be limited to a more manageable size in the fine arts so that students 
can truly realize the benefits and appreciate music?  

 
Revere has always believed in the value of high quality arts programs and will continue to make 
every effort to share resources and provide additional easing so that class size is not a deterrent 
to the success of the programs.  
 
(The terms in italics are crossed referenced on the Educational Vocabulary) 
 

Educational Vocabulary 
 

AP – Advanced Placement course work presented at the high school level in all content areas. It 
is course work built upon national curriculum and are followed by an exam. If a student passes 
the exam at a certain level, college credit is granted 
 
Assessment System – in Ohio, as required by law, state tests are given every year as a part of 
the state assessment system. Previously, OGT and most recently, PARCC were the tests 
administered. This year, AIR (American Institute for Research) will provide the state tests in 
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 
 
College Credit Plus or CCP – a state sponsored, locally paid for, opportunity for students to gain 
up to 30 hours of college credit while attending high school Currently, the program requires 
high school students to attend college campuses to take the course work and obtain the credit. 
All costs of the program are the sole responsibility of Revere Local School District 
 
Content Standards (AKA Ohio’s Learning Standards, New Standards or the Common Core in 
Math and ELA) - Ohio has had learning standards in place since the late 1990s. The current 
standards are the latest versions of these original standards and were adopted by the state in 
2012. They serve as the end points or goals for learning for each child as he/she moves up 
through the grades from Pre K to Grade 12 in all content areas  
 
Course Descriptions – a brief overview of the course that is offered and the expectations of the 
students who choose to participate in them. Guides including these are currently offered only 
at the high school level however, will be in place by end of the 2016-2017 school year 
 
Curriculum – the outcome of the learning experience for each student or where the student is 
expected to be by the end of the study. It is the “what” of teaching, instruction is the “how”. 



Ohio is a local control state and as a result can determine, by district, how that curriculum is 
aligned vertically, what materials to purchase, and instructed in the classrooms 
 
Curriculum Maps – the intentional vertical progression of each content area planned for, 
written out, and shared with each teacher so that logical pathways are in place and gaps, 
overlaps, and holes in students’ learning are avoided. Maps are living documents and when in 
place, will be used and discussed on a regular basis. The process of creating these maps is 
entitled “Curriculum Mapping”. 
 
Digits – an online math program serving students in grades 6-8 that aligns with the current 
state standards and practices.  
 
Disciplinary Standards – a set of standards included in the English Language Arts document 
that pertains specifically to Science, Social Studies, and Technology. These standards deal 
specifically with the language of these content areas and are a shared responsibility of both the 
ELA teachers as well as the content teachers. These standards span grades 6-12.  
 
FAQ – Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Pacing Guides – a curriculum map that is broken down to monthly or weekly outlines that 
ensure that the written curriculum is taught and assessed in a timely fashion 
 
RISE – time built into the new RMS schedule that provides for enrichment and intervention 
opportunities. (Revere Intervention Strengthening Enrichment) 
 
Trade Books – novels and complete books of nonfiction that are used in the classrooms 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


